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A Hand to the Plough 
 
Patrick Evans spent 3 years as an Assistant Technical Officer with 

the Essex War Agricultural Committee. 

From 1953 until he retired in1988 he farmed in 

Herefordshire in partnership with his brother 

Edward. 

 

This book looks at the influences at work in the 

21
st
 century through science, economics, 

politics and religion. They raise challenges for 

all democrats, and the need for faith in the 

individual’s ability to make a difference. 

 

In the second half he outlines the farmer’s contribution to this world 

picture, aiming to address all interested observers of the agricultural 

scene. This includes answering poverty, combating climate change, 

appreciating food quality and the need for fair trade to sustain 

unsubsidised profitability for farmers. 

 

“A hand to the Plough is a remarkable compilation of inspiring 

essays which show the path to sustainable human happiness and 

well-being. The last chapter on the unity of the spirit brings out 

the great importance of integrating science and spirituality. This 

book is a must for all interested in fostering harmony with 

nature and with each other.”   

Professor M S Swaminathan – Chennai India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Available by direct order or any Bookshop. 

 

To order on line – e-mail      

<phbevans@btinternet.com>  

 

(cheques payable to P Evans)   

Readers’ Comments 

 

‘The style is clear, free of jargon and a pleasure to 

read…’ 

‘The references, always to the point, are drawn from 

wide and wise reading, and his judgements are notably 

fair minded…’ 

 

‘This is not just a book on farming. It is a 21
st
 century 

perspective on the evolution of humanity and the onward 

march of science and biotechnology in agriculture…’ 

 

‘We need a coming together of different cultures in a 

common world enterprise to which the West is a 

contributer rather  than a controller…’ 

 

‘Its breadth of vision underpinned by ‘critical evaluation 

of one’s self,’ was for me quite a powerful read.’ 

 

I was very impressed with the thoughtful approach to 

such a number of global problems and the un-dogmatic 

attitude…’ 


